Worst drought in four decades cuts Zimbabwean maize crop by 72%
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Southern Africa is battling a drought brought by El Nino and it’s hitting crop production. (Westend61/Getty Images)
Maize output in Zimbabwe will drop by almost three-quarters this year as the nation experiences its worst drought in four decades, according to the government.
Output of the staple grain in the 2023-24 season that ends 31 May is estimated at 634 699 tons, down 72% from last year, according to a final crop assessment seen by Bloomberg and confirmed by the Agriculture Ministry. That compares with a previous forecast of 868 237 tons.
"Statistically, the season had the latest and driest start to a summer season in 40 years," the government said in its Second Round of Crops, Livestock and Fisheries Assessment report. 
The El Niño weather phenomenon has triggered a dry spell in southern Africa that's slashed South Africa's maize crop by at least a fifth and led countries including Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe to declare states of national disaster because of crop failures.
Zimbabwean grain millers plan to import at least 1.4 million tons of maize by July to address the shortfall.
Farmers in Zimbabwe planted 1.78 million hectares of maize this season, a 7% reduction on the target area and 12% lower than the amount sown last year, it said. The decline reflected "agroecological tailoring and a shift to traditional grains in drier regions," the report said.
Zimbabwe consumes 2.2 million tons of maize annually, with 1.8 million tons used for food and 400 000 tons used for livestock feed.
The report warned that the continued disruption of global supply chains for food, fuel and fertiliser supply; and geopolitical developments, principally in major input and crop supply regions, "heightens the need and urgency for Zimbabwe to attain seed, food, feed, fibre, bio-oils and biofuels sovereignty."
https://www.news24.com/fin24/climate_future/news/worst-drought-in-four-decades-cuts-zimbabwean-maize-crop-by-72-20240508 
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Table 3: Food Crops Production Estimates (MT)

Cro 2023/2024 | 2022/2023 | 2021/2022 | % Growth (compared to last

MD)| M) (MT) )
Maize 634,699 | 2,298,281 | 1,453,031 72
Sorghum 82,063 191,125 144,633 -57
Pearl Millet 23,439 71,221 44,143 -67
Finger Millet 4,070 18,610 5,320 -78
Groundnut 4,971 214,145 98,765 -98
Round Nut/ Bambara nut 19,029 62,159 18,718 -69
Sweet Potato 10,941 276,784 207,529 -96
Sugar Beans 15,042 31,274 25,388 -52
African Peas 49,507 34,462 14,884 44
TOTAL 843,761 | 3,198,061 | 2,012,411 -77

There was a 77% decrease in food crops production compared to last season.





